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Essays on Three Iranian Language Groups

Taleqani, Biabanaki, Komisenian
by

Habib Borjian

This volume studies three West Iranian language groups that are either undefined or have
been little analyzed. The first chapter, “The Languages of Taleqan and Alamut,” studies
nineteen kindred language varieties spoken in the Sahrud basin in central-western Alborz;
the second, “Biabanaki Language Group,” studies the vernaculars spoken in four villages
in the historical district of Biabanak, located on the southern edge of the Great Desert
in central Persia; while the third, “The Komisenian Sprachbund,” treats seven languages
spoken in and around Semnan, located halfway between Tehran and Khorasan. Each
chapter addresses phonology, morphosyntax, and lexis, following the areal typological
approach developed for West Iranian by Donald Stilo. This approach is complemented for
the Biabanaki and Komisenian groups by the longstanding historical-comparative method.
Special attention is given to ethnolinguistics and the language contact phenomenon, as
well as the historical geography of each region.

Habib Borjian is a philologist with expertise in ethnolinguistics, historical linguistics,
dialectology, and Iranian languages and literatures. He studied at Columbia University, the
University of Tehran, and the State University of Yerevan. Borjian has worked as a research
scholar at the Center for Iranian Studies, Columbia University, and has served on the editorial
board of the Encyclopaedia Iranica, on the board of directors of Endangered Language Alliance,
and as codirector of the Near East region at the Endangered Languages Project. He is currently
a visiting research scholar in the Department of African, Middle Eastern, and South Asian
Languages and Literatures, Rutgers University.
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The Akkadian and
Sumerian Texts from
Ortakoy-Sapinuwa
Ortakoy-Sapinuwa'dan Akadca
ve Siimerce Metinler

by Daniel Schwemer
and Aygiil Siiel

This volume publishes the Akka-
dian and Sumerian tablets and fragments from Ortakdy-Sap-
inuwa, which were mainly found in the palace archives of
Sapinuwa. The texts display the full range of motivations and
contexts of writing Akkadian and Sumerian in Hittite Ana-
tolia, incduding Sumerian lexical texts and Akkadian literary
fragments, Akkadian devotional texts, as well as fragments of
the Akkadian diplomatic correspondence of the Hittite king.
English and Turkish text.

136p, 38 pls (Harrassowitz Verlag, June 2021, Documenta antiqua
Asiae minoris 2) hardcover, 9783447116459, $92.00.

The Earliest Biographies
of the Prophet and Their
Authors

by Josef Horovitz,
edited by Lawrence . Conrad

Josef Horovitz (1874-1931) wrote
this classic monograph a century
ago in two parts in German. The
editor added footnotes, corrections
and the preface, and presents a slightly corrected textual ver-
sion, expanding and updating the notes and bibliography and
adding a new introduction dealing with Horovitz's and other
orientalists’ work on early Islam in the early 20th century.
Horovitz deals with thirteen early scholars who transmitted
traditions or compiled sira or maghazi works.

158p (Gerlach Press, January 2021, SLAEI - Studies in Late
Antiquity and Early Islam 1.1) hardcover, 9783959941068, $82.00.
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Meaning and
Non-existence

Kumarila’s Refutation of
Dignaga’s Theory of Exclusion

by Kei Kataoka and John Taber

According to the Apohada, a word
refers not to some positive entity
such as a universal, but to an
“exclusion”. This became one of the
core teachings of the Buddhist epistemological tradition. The
debate on the Apohavada is illustrative of the Buddhist-Brah-
min disputes that shaped the development of classical Indian
philosophy. This translation of Kumarila's chapter, together
with a critical edition, is accompanied by a running explana-
tion based on the classical commentaries and extensive notes.
268p (Austrian Academy of Sciences Press, March 2021, Beitrige
zur Kultur- und Geistesgeschichte Asiens 102) paperback,
9783700186410, $59.00.

Kei Kataoka and John Taber

An Ancient Mesopotamian
Herbal Handbook

The Series URU.AN.NA

and MUD-UR.MAH"

Volume 1: The Tablets

by Jeanette C. Fincke

The related series discussed here
give synonyms and equivalent
foreign names for plants, herbs and wood, as well as for
other ingredients which ancient medical practitioners used
to effect cures. The book focuses on the cuneiform tablets on
which the texts were written, from the British Museum, Lon-
don, the Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin, and the Oriental
Institute, Chicago, providing new hand copies and sketches.
295p (Peeters Publishers, March 2021, Orient & Méditerranée

33) paperback, 9789042944718, $98.00; PDF e-book,
9789042944725, $123.00




